
Legislation and Advocacy
Samantha Tucci

March 3, 2022

Intergovernmental and Public Affairs 

Unit



Why does the County engage in 

Legislation?

To secure legislation and funding that benefits the 

County and its residents.



What does legislative engagement look 

like?

• Talking directly to State and Federal 

elected officials and staff

• Publicly testifying at official hearings and 

meetings 

• Submitting written correspondence 

• Participating in advocacy groups and 

coalitions









Step 1: Understand your issue

• Monitor legislation and policy discussions 

in your issue area

• Discuss with your staff liaison



Step 2: Consult the County Legislative 

Program 

• Ask yourself: Does 

your position on 

the issue align with 

the County’s 

approved position 

on the issue?

• Discuss this with 

your staff liaison



Step 3: Analyze the bill 

• What does the bill do?

• Who supports or opposes it?

• How does it impact the County? Fiscal 

impacts? Operational impacts?

• Does this align with the County’s 

Legislative Program?



Step 4: Request an official County 

position through your staff liaison.







The Main Rules of Legislative 

Engagement

1. Work with your staff liaison.

2. Do not take any action that would imply the County’s 

support or opposition to any pending legislation unless 

it is consistent with Board-approved positions.

3. All legislative engagement must be coordinated through 

the IGPA Unit, through the staff liaison.

4. If you appear before a legislative body to express a 

personal opinion, you must state for the record that you 

are speaking as a private citizen, and not on behalf of 

the County or your Board or Commission.



#1 Takeaway = Work with your staff 

liaison!


