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Who We Are

We are a statewide policy 

and advocacy organization 

dedicated to improving the 

health and wellbeing of 

Californians with 

low-income by increasing 

their access to food.

New Mission: To collaborate with diverse community partners for policy change, 
ensuring equitable access to food, health, and well-being for all Californians.



RESEARCH & DATA
Research Brief: Food Insecurity Among Undocumented 

Immigrants in California (April 2022)
A recent research brief in partnership 
with CIPC and UCLA Health Policy 
Research revealed that 45% of 
undocumented Californians are 
currently experiencing food insecurity. 

Young immigrants have the highest 
rates of food insecurity; 64% of 
undocumented children - nearly 2 out 
of every 3 - are affected by food 
insecurity. 

You can find the 
research report 
https://nourishca.or
g/food4all-briefs 

https://nourishca.org/food4all-briefs
https://nourishca.org/food4all-briefs


SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) 
is Our Most Effective Anti-Poverty Program
CalFresh = California’s SNAP program

● Allows families to buy the food they 
need when they need it.

● Frees up household income to meet 
other needs (rent, bills) 

● Improves health, especially for children.
● Generate economic activities and 

stimulate local economies.
● Reduces recidivism rates and rates of 

incarceration.



California Food Assistance Program (CFAP)
● In response to welfare reform in 1996 (PRWORA), the state created the California Food Assistance 

Program (CFAP) to provide state-funded nutrition benefits to immigrants restricted from SNAP

● The CFAP operates in tandem with CalFresh. CFAP beneficiaries do not know they are receiving 
benefits under CFAP because they get the same EBT card and same services as any other CalFresh 
recipient 

● CFAP currently serves about 35,000 people. 

● Who is eligible for CFAP?
○ “Qualified” immigrants
○ Lawful temporary residents
○ Victims of trafficking
○ U visa/interim relief applicants, and U visa holders.

● CFAP still excludes many other low-income Californians, including undocumented immigrants, TPS, 
DACA, and other visa holders



1996

“Welfare Reform”
Reforma del Welfare

PRWORA

1997

Established the California Food 
Assistance Program (CFAP) for Kids 

& Seniors (0-18 and 65+)
Sunset clause for year 2000.

AB 1576 
(Bustamente) 

2000

CFAP becomes 
permanent

AB 2417 
(Firebaugh)

2021-2022

Food4All legislation is introduced for 
the first time in California State 

Legislature.

SB 464 
(Hurtado)

1998

Expanded CFAP to all ages 
through the state budget. 

Sunset clause for year 2000.

AB 2779 
(Budget)

2014-2017

Unsuccessful efforts to 
expand CFAP to DACA & TPS

CFAP Advocacy

2022

Food4All for 55+ included in 
the state budget. 

Implementation TBD**

SB 187
(Budget)



2010

Undocumented 
immigrants excluded

Affordable Care Act

2014

Health4All Legislation is introduced for 
the first time in California State 

Legislature.

Health4All legislation

2016

Implementation begins.

Health4All Kids

2021

Health4All Older Adults (50+) 
included in the state budget. 

Implemented in May 2022.

AB 133 (Budget)

2015

Health4All Kids (0-18) 
included in the state budget. 

Implemented in 2016.

SB 75 (Budget)

2019

Health4All Young Adults (0-25) 
included in the state budget. 

Implemented in January 2020.

SB 104 (Budget)

2022

Health4All for everyone else (26-49) 
included in the state budget. 

Implemented in January 2024.

Health4All!!!



Senate Bill 464 & Budget Proposal 

SB 464 Author
Senator Melissa Hurtado

Expands the California Food Assistance Program to provide state-funded 
nutrition benefits to all California immigrants ineligible for CalFresh due 
to their immigration status.

Budget Champion:
Assemblymember Santiago



Co-sponsors: Nourish California & California Immigrant Policy Center

Food4All co-sponsors are leads of the Food4All campaign. Shared roles and responsibilities include: 

○ Act as a bridge between Food4All’s legislative champions and the Food4All coalition.

○ We work closely with legislative champions to draft legislation, provide policy expertise, 
build legislative support, seek analysis from the LAO, develop talking points, and coordinate 
support for the bill/budget proposal (via letters of support, committee hearings)

○ We jointly chair and convene the Food4All coalition, including scheduling and facilitating 
coalition meetings, identifying coalition member needs, providing timely policy and legislative 
updates and providing resources. 

○ Identify needs and seek funding for campaign activities 



Food4All Coalition 
• 150+ individual contacts in the coalition.
• 115 member organizations, including anti-hunger, 

anti-poverty, immigrant rights, and grassroots 
organizations.

• 9 mini-grant partners subgranted by Nourish California
• Monthly meetings and yearly retreat



Budget May Revision Press Conference 
LA Regional Food Bank

May 20, 2022



Food4All Legislative and Budget Proposal

● Food4All 0-54
2023 and beyond

Food4All Adults
No Exceptions! No Exclusions!

We are currently planning for 
our 2023 campaign. We had a 
Food4All coalition retreat on 
September 29th to discuss our 
policy proposal and campaign 
strategies. More to share soon! 

Food4All System Readiness
2021

System Readiness & Automation 

The 2021-22 CA state budget 
includes $30 million for CFAP 
automation and system readiness 

The budget trailer bill also 
includes language to begin a 
targeted, age-based 
implementation of the expansion 
of CFAP. 

Food4All 55+
2022

Food4All Older Adults

In 2022, California committed to 
expanding CFAP (via CalFresh) to 
California immigrants aged 55 and 
older, regardless of immigration 
status.

This means CA will be the first in 
the nation provide food assistance 
to undocumented Californians. 



2023 Food4All Campaign

The work is not over! 

● An LAO report estimated that between 690,000 to 840,000 Californians are 
income-eligible for CalFresh food benefits but are excluded due to their 
immigration status.

● We are currently planning for our 2023 campaign. We had a Food4All coalition 
retreat on September 29th to discuss our policy proposal and campaign strategies. 
More to share soon! 

● Join our Food4All Coalition! Go here to sign up for campaign updates and join our 
coalition: 
https://nourishca.org/get-involved/state-legislative-advocacy/food4all/ 

https://nourishca.org/get-involved/state-legislative-advocacy/food4all/




For more information:
act.nourishca.org 

Contact:
Betzabel Estudillo

betzabel@nourishca.org 


