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Board of Supervisors Declares
June 2 as National Gun Violence Awareness Day

Redwood City — With guns now the leading cause of death among children and teens in
the United States, the Board of Supervisors voted unanimously Tuesday to recognize June
2, 2023, as National Gun Violence Awareness Day.

Residents are encouraged to “honor those whose lives are cut short and the countless
survivors who are injured by shootings every day,” according to the proclamation
introduced by Supervisor Dave Pine, president of the Board of Supervisors, and Supervisor
Noelia Corzo.

“This year a proclamation honoring survivors of gun violence takes on added significance
because of the tragedy we experienced in Half Moon Bay,” Pine said. “Setting policy and
funding programs will always be important, but so is continuing to make people aware of
the costs of gun violence — the lives lost, families shattered, and communities changed
forever.”

On Jan. 23, 2023, seven people were killed in a mass shooting at farms in Half Moon Bay,
one of 236 mass shootings in the United States in 2023, according to the Gun Violence
Archive.

“We know that gun violence is a preventable disease that plagues our country in a way that
is unique,” Corzo said. “We honor the communities shattered by gun violence.... Together
we call for meaningful action to save lives. We shouldn’t have to live in fear of gun
violence.”

Ruth Borenstein of Brady: United Against Gun Violence said firearm violence in California
is trending downward due to “common-sense” measures enacted by the state and local
governments.
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https://www.nichd.nih.gov/about/org/od/directors_corner/prev_updates/gun-violence-July2022
https://sanmateocounty.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=11983037&GUID=5A383064-6D72-4C42-B4F9-05921CC18353
https://www.gunviolencearchive.org/explainer
https://www.gunviolencearchive.org/reports/mass-shooting
https://www.gunviolencearchive.org/reports/mass-shooting
https://ca.bradyunited.org/our-team/ruth-borenstein

“I believe very deeply that cities and counties are the laboratories of democracy,”
Borenstein said. “What California does gets followed in other states. We are making
progress and I don’t want to lose sight of that.”

The first Friday in June marks the beginning of “Wear Orange” Weekend -- this year
recognized June 2 to June 4, 2023 — honoring the memory of Hadiya Pendleton, a 15-year-
old who was shot and killed at a Chicago playground a week after matching in President
Obama’s 2013 second inaugural parade. Orange is the color hunters wear for safety.

Deborah Kemper, executive director of the San Mateo County Bar Association, continues to
experience the impact of gun violence more than five decades after her mother, Lorena
Thompson, was killed when she was 7 years old.

“Fifty-eight years later, I have children she’s never met. I have grandchildren she’s never
met. I have six foster children she’s never met,” Kemper said. “You want to know the effects
of gun violence? The person who suffers from gun violence suffers a lifetime. It becomes a
generational loss.”

The proclamation notes that an average of 3,540 children and teens die by guns every year,
of which 35 percent of deaths are by suicide and 60 percent are by homicide.

The proclamation, which was presented to Kemper along with Borenstein and
representatives of Moms Demand Action, notes that the Board of Supervisors has taken
action to reduce gun violence by enacting legislation to require safe storage of firearms in
the home, supporting gun buyback events and implementing firearm relinquishment
orders, among other actions.

In approving the proclamation 5-0, the Board “renews its commitment to reduce gun
violence by pledging to do all it can to keep firearms out of the wrong hands and
encouraging responsible gun ownership.”
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https://wearorange.org/
https://www.smcgov.org/ceo/news/lorena-thompsons-legacy
https://www.smcgov.org/ceo/news/county-san-mateo-require-safe-firearms-storage-home
https://www.smcgov.org/ceo/news/gun-buyback-event-saturday-may-6-2023#:%7E:text=This%20series%20of%20events%2C%20known,%24100%2C000%20from%20the%20Sheriff's%20Office.
https://www.smcgov.org/ceo/news/removing-guns-prohibited-persons-rental-help-people-need-receive-funding
https://www.smcgov.org/ceo/news/removing-guns-prohibited-persons-rental-help-people-need-receive-funding

