San Mateo County Immigrant Forum

August 15, 2024
Virtual Meeting
ILRC Updates: 
Parole in Place
· Parole in Place applications for spouses and stepchildren of US Citizens will open on 8/19:  
· Must have been present ten years and have legally valid marriage as of June 17 2024.
· Can’t have disqualifying criminal history or national security threat. 
· Stepchildren must have qualifying relationship as of June 17 2024. 
· The application will likely be similar to the i-131 but will have differences. 
· What can prospective applicants do right now? 
· Gather documents: identity documents, marriage records, birth certificates. 
· Watch out for fraud. Scammers will use this as an opportunity to prey on people. 
· There are remaining questions about the program and there may be litigation. 
· Uncertainty around November elections regarding whether program will remain in place past January 2025. 
J.O.P v Department of Homeland Security
· A settlement has been proposed in JOP v DHS, regarding jurisdiction over immigration proceedings for unaccompanied minors: 
· The USCIS asylum office (as opposed to EOIR/immigration court) has jurisdiction over their case no matter if they’re in removal proceedings. 
· This is an important protection, which was curtailed under former federal administration. 
· If someone was previously detained as an unaccompanied minor, they continue to receive protections even after age 18 or reunification with parent. 
· USCIS will be issuing superceding memo regarding jurisdiction for unaccompanied minors moving forward. There will be a class action suit that young people can join if they have been impacted. 
T Visa Final Rule
· The new T visa rule takes effect on August 28th. 
· This rule makes changes to definitions of some T Visa terms, and might expand eligibility for T visas for certain individuals. 
· Introduces T visa bonafide determination process – to allow someone with a pending T visa to get work authorization and deferred action in the meantime. 
· There is no current backlog for T visas, and the annual limit has never been reached, but the bonafide determination process will be particularly relevant if that changes. 

Border Update: 
· The interim final rule to restrict asylum and circumvention of legal pathways rule are currently in effect at the border and create significant barriers for asylum seekers to overcome with narrow exceptions. 
· The main mechanism to enter at the border is through CBP One App appointment, which can take months to obtain. 
· Consequences of unauthorized crossing while this rule is in effect are harsh: unlike Title 42, which involved expulsion but not removal orders, this rule includes removal order and bars. 

USCIS Updates: 
i-130 Family Petition Overview (please see slides)
· I-130 Petition: this petition establishes a qualifying family relationship, and is one of the steps that can be taken when someone wishes to apply for a family-based green card. 
· In general, for family petitions, petitioning time depends on relationship: spouse is much faster than sibling.
· The actual green card application is the i-485. 
· Parole in Place applicants will complete a similar, but not identical, petition to i-130, in order to establish a qualifying family relationship.
· Adjustment of Status (applying for a Green Card via form i-485) can be very complicated and encouraged working with attorney or DOJ rep.
· There is no fee waiver for i-130. 

Migrant Education Program (please see slides)
· MEP serves students from migrant farmworker families. 
· Immigration status is not considered.
· This is not a public charge. 
· Please refer potentially qualifying families-MEP will do investigative work to see if they qualify. 

4C’s: Childcare Coordinating Council of San Mateo County of San Mateo (please see slides)
· Childcare counseling, education, referrals, and subsidies are offered.
· Professional development of childcare professionals.
· 4C’s offers services to SMC families regardless of income or immigration status. 
· Financial assistance available to qualifying families.
· Inclusion services are available for families with children with special needs. 
· Parent education workshops are offered on multiple topics.
· Referrals and warm hand offs to services are coordinated. 

OCA Updates: 
Welcoming Week is September 13-22, 2024, and United Against Hate Week is September 21-27, 2024. Sign up here to join San Mateo County Immigrant Services in both campaigns!
Partner Updates: 
Kara has new volunteer training for Spanish-speakers: Click here for more information or reach out to maria@kara-grief.org
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