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San Mateo County 2010 Crop Summary
Total Production Value $143,700,000

On the Cover:

The National Farmer-to-Consumer Direct Marketing Act of 1976 set the foundation for today’s
farmers’ markets by promoting the direct sale of produce from farmer to consumer. In the late
1970’s, California established regulations authorizing County Agricultural Commissioners to certify
direct marketing outlets where farmers could sell fruits, vegetables and other agricultural
commodities directly to the public. As the popularity of locally grown food has increased,
so have the number of Certified Farmers’ Markets and today there are twenty operating
in San Mateo County. Certified Farmers’ Markets provide consumers direct access to locally
grown produce, and provide growers direct access to local consumers. Re-establishing this
traditional relationship reconnects the consumer with the farmer, their food and the land.
Certified Farmers’ Markets also have the added benefit of providing small farms an opportunity
to sell their products without the added expense of preparing them for commercial distribution.
In 2007, the Census of Agriculture reported that San Mateo County producers sold $988,000 of
agriculture commodities through direct sales to consumers.

Cover Photographs by William Shek

William “Bill” Shek, a long time employee of San Mateo County Agriculture Department, retired
in 2011. For years, Bill’s photographs have adorned the cover of the Department’s crop report.
His presence on the Coast and in the office will be missed by co-workers and farmers alike.
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As per Sections 2279 and 2272 of California’s Food and Agricultural Code, we are pleased
to submit the 2010 Agricultural Crop Report as well as the Sustainable Agriculture Report for
San Mateo County.

The production values in this report represent gross values and do not reflect the cost of
production. The total gross value of agricultural production in San Mateo County for 2010
was $143,700,000, a 3.7% decrease from the previous year. This value underestimates the
actual impact agricultural production has on the local economy which may be increased
by an economic multiplier of 1.62 to 3.5 for every dollar of agricultural production. The
value of the multiplier varies depending on the crop, location and existing infrastructure.

This year’s report again documents a downward trend in values for many San Mateo County
crops. Some notable changes this past year are in Floral and Nursery Stock. The floral and
nursery industry makes up 83% of San Mateo’s total production value which this year declined
by $6.65 million (5.3%). This is the third straight year of decline and coincides with the economic
recession.  Field Crops decreased by $141,000 (19%) this was primarily a result of corrections to
the data used to estimate rangeland and pasture acreage. These adjustments acknowledge
a persistent and subtle reduction in the number of acres of grazed rangeland that has occurred
over time. Due to a dwindling number of producers, strawberries were placed with miscellaneous
products in the Fruit and Nut category for purposes of confidentiality. In Livestock Products and
Apiary, the value of honey increased $99,000 (59%) due to strong pricing as reported figures for
production were slightly down. Similarly in Vegetable Crops, Brussels sprout production was
slightly down but a higher price per unit increased the crop value by $474,000 (6.4%). After
two years of significant declines, the value for Forest Products increased by $1,530,000 (201%)
and is approaching the values reported in the years preceding the recession.  

Thank you to all the individuals, growers and agencies who contributed information for the
preparation of this report, and special thanks to Koren Widdel and the rest of my staff who
worked so hard to compile the necessary data.
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FLORAL AND NURSERY CROPS INDOOR GROWN

Item Year Square Feet Total

Potted Plants
Flowering1

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2010 6,924,000 $  88,797,000
2009 7,127,000 87,965,000

Foliage 2 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2010 680,000 4,443,000
2009 804,000 4,191,000

Subtotal _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2010 7,604,000 $  93,240,000
2009 7,931,000 92,156,000

Cut Flowers 3
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2010 1,679,000 $    5,415,000

2009 2,281,000 7,858,000

Bedding Plants, 2010 200,000 $       764,000
Cuttings and Liners 4

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2009 231,000 933,000

TOTAL _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2010 9,483,000 $  99,419,000
2009 10,443,000 100,947,000

1 Includes Mini Roses, Hydrangeas, Zygocactus, Orchids, Ornithogalum, Poinsettias, Oriental
and Asiatic Lilies, etc.

2 Includes Ferns, Ivy, etc.
3 Includes Oriental and Asiatic Lilies, Alstroemeria, Freesia, Roses, Tulips, Snapdragons, etc.
4 Includes Ferns, Ivy, Vegetables, etc.

FLORAL AND NURSERY CROPS OUTDOOR GROWN
Item Year Acres Total

Ornamentals
Nursery Stock1

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2010 128 $14,950,000
2009 150 18,821,000

Christmas Trees (cut) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2010 141 340,000
2009 145 398,000

Subtotal _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2010 269 $15,290,000
2009 295 19,219,000

Cut Flowers 2
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2010 393 $  4,619,000

2009 462 5,819,000

TOTAL _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2010 662 $19,909,000
2009 757 25,038,000

1 Includes herbaceous perennials and trees
2 Includes Hydrangeas, Stock, Tulips, Yarrow, Calla Lilies, Larkspur, etc.
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VEGETABLE CROPS
PRODUCTION VALUE

Crop Year Acres Per Acre Total Unit Per Unit Total

Artichokes _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2010 56 3.87 217 Ton $1,555.00 $     337,000
2009 65 4.04 263 Ton 1,571.00 413,000

Beans, Fava_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2010 203 2.57 522 Ton 1,149.00 600,000
2009 197 2.92 575 Ton 1,058.00 608,000

Beans, Snap_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2010 142 3.61 513 Ton 1,254.00 643,000
2009 143 4.62 661 Ton 1,301.00 860,000

Brussels Sprouts 1
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2010 671 10.69 7,173 Ton 1,100.00 7,890,000

2009 664 11.61 7,709 Ton 962.00 7,416,000

Leeks_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2010 158 10.47 1,654 Ton 818.00 1,353,000
2009 156 10.67 1,665 Ton 816.00 1,359,000

Peas _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2010 233 2.04 475 Ton 1,588.00 754,000
2009 240 2.34 562 Ton 1,600.00 899,000

Pumpkins_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2010 245 10.77 2,639 Ton 247.00 652,000
2009 250 10.89 2,723 Ton 256.00 697,000

Miscellaneous Vegetables _ _ 2010 296 3,726,000
Field and Indoor Grown 2 2009 285 3,944,000

TOTAL _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2010 2,004 $15,955,000
2009 2,000 16,196,000

1 Includes Processed
2 Includes Herbs, Mushrooms, Peppers, Edible Flowers, Swiss Chard, Tomatoes, etc.

FIELD CROPS
PRODUCTION VALUE

Crop Year Acres Per Acre Total Unit Per Unit Total

Beans, Dry Edible 1
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2010 52 1.00 52 Ton $3,982.00 $207,000

2009 55 0.98 54 Ton 3,891.00 210,000
Grain

Oats _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2010 320 0.50 160 Ton 300.00 48,000
2009 330 0.52 172 Ton 303.00 52,000

Hay
Oats _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2010 186 2.28 424 Ton 192.00 81,000

2009 289 2.98 861 Ton 151.00 130,000

Volunteer _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2010 187 2.52 471 Ton 81.00 38,000
2009 202 2.46 497 Ton 80.00 40,000

Pasture
Irrigated _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2010 269 149.00 40,000

2009 274 149.00 41,000

Other _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2010 19,816 9.00 178,000
2009 28,916 9.00 260,000

TOTAL _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2010 20,830 $592,000
2009 30,066 733,000

1 Includes Cranberry, Fava, etc.



FRUIT AND NUT CROPS
Item Year Acres Total Value

Wine Grapes _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2010 137 $   613,000
2009 135 625,000

Miscellaneous 1
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2010 101 1,670,000

2009 99 1,734,000

TOTAL _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2010 238 $2,283,000
2009 234 2,359,000

1 Includes Strawberries, Bushberries, Apples, Kiwi, etc.

LIVESTOCK
Item Year Number Head Sold Total Value

Cattle and Calves _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2010 2,848 $1,780,000
2009 2,918 1,837,000

Sheep and Lambs _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2010 732 92,000
2009 723 87,000

Hogs and Pigs_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2010 1,202 157,000
2009 1,216 178,000

Other 1 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2010 2,101 280,000
2009 1,073 256,000

TOTAL _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2010 $2,309,000
2009 2,358,000

1 Includes Goats, Chickens, Turkeys, etc.

LIVESTOCK PRODUCTS AND APIARY
VALUE

Item Year Production Unit Per Unit Total

Honey_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2010 34,000 LB. $7.86 $267,000
2009 35,000 LB. 4.79 168,000

Beeswax _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2010 710 LB. 4.89 3,000
2009 400 LB. 5.73 2,000

Other 1 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2010 672,000
2009 664,000

TOTAL _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2010 $942,000
2009 834,000

1 Includes Goat Cheese, Eggs, Wool, etc.
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FOREST PRODUCTS

TOTAL _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2010 4,706,000  Board Feet $ 2,291,000
2009 1,715,000  Board Feet 761,000



RECAPITULATION

2010 2009 Net Difference Percentage
Floral and Nursery Stock_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ $119,328,000 $125,985,000 –$6,657,000 –5.3%
Vegetables _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 15,955,000 16,196,000 –241,000 –1.5%
Livestock _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2,309,000 2,358,000 –49,000 –2.1%
Forest Products_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2,291,000 761,000 1,530,000 201.1%
Fruit and Nut Crops _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2,283,000 2,359,000 –76,000 –3.2%
Livestock Products and Apiary _ _ _ _ 942,000 834,000 108,000 12.9%
Field Crops _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 592,000 733,000 –141,000 –19.2%

TOTAL $143,700,000 $149,226,000 –$5,526,000 –3.7%
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MILLION DOLLAR CROPS

2010 2009

Flowering Potted Plants (Indoor Grown) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ $88,797,000 $87,965,000
Ornamental Nursery Stock_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 14,950,000 18,821,000
Brussels Sprouts _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 7,890,000 7,416,000
Cut Flowers (Indoor Grown) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 5,415,000 7,858,000
Cut Flowers (Outdoor Grown) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 4,619,000 5,819,000
Foliage Potted Plants (Indoor Grown) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 4,443,000 4,191,000
Forest Products _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2,291,000 761,000
Cattle and Calves _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1,780,000 1,837,000
Leeks _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1,353,000 1,359,000

50 YEARS AGO…
Top Ten Agricultural Commodities in 1960

1. Brussels Sprouts _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1,832 Acres $2,263,100
2. Carnations (Glass House Grown) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1,680,169 Square Feet 1,771,082
3. Mushrooms _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1,500 Tons 1,080,000
4. Hogs & Pigs_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 22,546 Head 866,225
5. Milk (Market) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 153,363 Hundredweight 693,200
6. Chrysanthemums (Field Grown) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 81 Acres 661,880
7. Artichokes _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1,198 Acres 540,160
8. Chrysanthemums (Glass House Grown) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 485,200 Square Feet 444,457
9. Cattle & Calves _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2,883 Head 425,470

10. Orchids (Glass House Grown) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 217,275 Square Feet 410,649
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EXPORT CERTIFICATION PROGRAM

Federal Phytosanitary Certificates are issued to facilitate the shipment of agricultural commodities
to foreign countries. The shipments are inspected for harmful pests and diseases, and certified
for compliance with the phytosanitary requirements of the importing country. The San Mateo
County Department of Agriculture issued 2,686 Phytosanitary Certificates in 2010.

TOP EXPORT COUNTRIES*

*Other countries include: Australia, Bahrain, Belgium, Brazil, China, Germany, Hong Kong, India, Italy, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Lebanon,
Monaco, New Zealand, Norway, Panama, Samoa, Thailand, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom and Vietnam.

PRODUCTION OVER THE LAST DECADE



COMMERCIAL FISH CATCH*
Species Year Pounds Value

Crab, Dungeness _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2009 791,161 $1,922,182
2008 693,933 2,277,410

Halibut, California _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2009 85,615 307,432
2008 62,443 235,703

Sablefish _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2009 99,193 200,277
2008 57,225 105,292

Squid, market _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2009 320,566 112,198
2008 144,346 44,852

Rockfish, all _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2009 89,024 84,896
2008 55,408 67,262

Sole, all _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2009 110,800 84,504
2008 247,280 198,921

Sanddab_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2009 129,130 48,900
2008 171,812 68,944

Tuna, albacore _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2009 19,334 45,215
2008 17,399 30,178

Crab, rock unspecified_ _ _ _ _ 2009 6,614 13,127
2008 6,672 13,890

Lingcod _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2009 4,727 10,354
2008 7,025 12,129

Flounder, all _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2009 11,921 6,959
2008 10,276 6,323

Sardine, Pacific _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2009 38 60
2008 1,102,104 78,833

Salmon, Chinook_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2009 0 0
2008 0 0

Miscellaneous_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2009 20,882 66,927
2008 13,555 9,896

TOTAL _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2009 1,689,005 $2,903,031
2008 2,589,478 3,149,633

Source: California Department of Fish and Game
Poundage Value of Landings for Princeton – Half Moon Bay
Informational only — value not included in Annual Report

* Values shown are from previous year
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SAN MATEO COUNTY
2010 SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE REPORT

Sustainable Agriculture is the implementation of agricultural programs and practices designed
to promote the economic viability of agriculture, while minimizing the impact of agricultural
practices on natural resources and the environment. This report includes information on San
Mateo County’s programs for the eradication, control or detection of pests, as well as the
enforcement of quarantines to exclude such pests. Early detection and eradication of harmful
pests protects California’s agricultural industry, home gardens, parks and natural resources and
reduces the need for pesticides. Also included is information on organic farming and alternative
pest control measures employed by the agricultural industry.

— COUNTY PROGRAMS — 

BIOLOGICAL CONTROL
Pest Agent/Mechanism

Yellow Starthistle Bangasternus orientalis, weevil
Eustenopus villosus, weevil
Urophora sirunaseva, gall fly

Italian Thistle Rhinocyllus conicus, weevil

Skeletonweed Eriophyes chondrillae, gall mite
Puccinia chondrillina, rust fungus

Ash Whitefly Encarsia partenopea, parasitic wasp
Clitostethus arcuatus, parasitic wasp

PEST DETECTION
Insect Trapping for Exotic Pests

This proactive program is designed to detect pests before they become established.
In 2010, the Department deployed 4,131 insect traps throughout the county to catch
exotic pests. Staff serviced these traps a total of 54,825 times during the year.
The trapping program targeted the following injurious insect pests:

Mediterranean Fruit Fly Gypsy Moth European Corn Borer
Mexican Fruit Fly Japanese Beetle Glassy-winged Sharpshooter
Oriental Fruit Fly Khapra Beetle
Melon Fly European Pine Shoot Moth

This year one adult guava fruit fly, Bactrocera correcta, was found. Additional traps were
set within one square mile of the find for a total of 50 traps. No additional guava fruit
flies were found, but this is the second consecutive year a single guava fruit fly was trapped.
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PEST ERADICATION

Skeletonweed
Skeletonweed, Chondrilla juncea, is an “A” rated pest. Pests with this designation are
highly invasive, considered detrimental to agriculture and the environment, and regulations
require eradication. Skeletonweed can easily out-compete native vegetation thereby
decreasing forage on natural rangelands. The plant can spread from rangeland to
cultivated fields by seed. Once skeletonweed has spread to cultivated fields, mechanical
injury to the plant root will stimulate new root growth and the plant can reproduce vege-
tatively from root fragments. Skeletonweed has been treated at 5 locations in the county
using a variety of control methods including biocontrol agents (rust fungus and mites)
provided by the California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA). Eradication
efforts and management of skeletonweed has taken a cooperative effort by a variety
of agencies within San Mateo County Weed Management Area.

Capeweed
Capeweed (fertile), Arctotheca calendula, is an “A” rated weed. Capeweed is a rosette-
forming perennial from the Sunflower family. It is found in coastal prairies and is native to
South Africa. Fertile capeweed is hard to identify until blooming. It can spread fast and
typically colonizes open or disturbed sites. Fertile capeweed is found at one location in the
county, a two-acre infestation near Pescadero. This small infestation is being controlled
by the local residents with support from CDFA.

Purple loosestrife
Purple loosestrife, Lythrum salicaria, is a “B” rated pest. Pests with this designation can
also be detrimental to agriculture and are subject to eradication at the discretion of the
agricultural commissioner. Purple loosestrife grows best in wet soils around lakes, ponds,
streams and ditches. One plant can produce up to 2.7 million seeds, allowing the plant
to spread quickly. The invasive nature of purple loosestrife allows it to displace native
vegetation and associated wildlife, clog waterways, and affect water quality. Purple
loosestrife is found at two locations in the county, La Honda and San Bruno County Park.
At the La Honda location, there is a three-acre infestation that has been hand-pulled
by local residents and is the focus of eradication efforts by the San Mateo County Weed
Management Area. Two populations of purple loosestrife have been identified at San
Bruno County Park; both populations were removed using mechanical methods. 

Canary Island Hypericum
Canary Island hypericum, Hypericum canariense, is a “B” rated pest that has only been
found in two other places within California. Canary Island hypericum is an attractive rhi-
zomatous perennial shrub that can grow up to 5 meters tall. Flowers bloom in the Spring
and early Summer, and have bright yellow petals. Canary Island hypericum infests coastal
sage brush and grassland habitats forming dense stands that exclude native vegetation
and associated wildlife. Its prolific seed production makes rapid spread possible. In 2010,
50 acres of Canary Island hypericum were treated along the San Mateo County coast,
south of Pigeon Point Lighthouse.

SAN MATEO COUNTY
2010 SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE REPORT



EXOTIC PESTS INTERCEPTED*

Aonidiella orientalis
Oriental scale A 2

Pinnaspis buxi
boxwood scale A 4

Pinnaspis strachani
lesser snow scale A 3

Pseudaulacaspis pentagona
white peach scale A 13

Radopholus similis
burrowing nematode A 1

Ants
(various species) Q 10

Aphids
(various species) Q 2

Beetles
(various species) Q 1

Leafhoppers & Plant hoppers Q 1(various species)

Mealybugs
(various species) Q 6

Moths
(various species) Q 12

Nematodes
(various species) Q 1

Psyllids
(various species) Q 1

Scales
(various species) Q 10

Snails & Slugs
(various species) Q 1

Thrips
(various species) Q 3

True Bugs
(various species) Q 5

Weevils
(various species) Q 1

Whiteflies
(various species) Q 5

Other Q 7(various species)

SAN MATEO COUNTY
2010 SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE REPORT

* Pest rating of “A” or “Q” requires that quarantined plant products be destroyed, treated under
departmental supervision, or shipped out of state.

Number ofPest Rating Interceptions
Number ofPest Rating Interceptions
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PEST EXCLUSION
The Pest Exclusion Program provides the first line of defense for California’s agricultural
industry and environment from the introduction of exotic insects, weeds and plant diseases
that “hitchhike” in from other states and countries. Incoming shipments of plants and produce
arrive at various locations in the county, including San Francisco International Airport and
wholesale nurseries where they are inspected for harmful pests and diseases. Shipments
are rejected due to the presence of live pests, improper container markings, or lack of
valid certification.

Type of Shipment Number Inspected Number Rejected Number Intercepted

Parcel Carriers _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 10,470 125 12

Truck_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1,727 18 7

Air _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2,869 213 69

Sea Containers _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 18 0 0

Household Goods _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 83 0 0

Nursery Stock (GWSS) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2,954 0 0

Other _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 21 0 0
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— AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY—

ALTERNATIVE PEST CONTROL MEASURES
The following alternative pest control methods are being utilized to control injurious insects
and pathogens on indoor ornamentals, outdoor ornamentals, vegetables and fruits:

ORGANIC FARMING
All San Mateo County producers of organic produce are required to be certified by a USDA
accredited certification agency and to register with the State as outlined in the California
Organic Products Act of 2003. Only agricultural operations currently registered with the
California Department of Food and Agriculture are included in this report.

Number of Farms Acres
2010  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 15 2010  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 220
2009 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 11 2009  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 110

Bacillus thuringiensis, bacteria
Botanicals
Cover Crops
Crop Rotation

Insect Growth Regulators
Insect Monitoring
Insecticidal Soaps
Lacewings

Ladybird Beetles
Parasitic Wasps
Parasitic Nematodes
Pheromone Traps
Predatory Mites

Refined Oils
Sticky traps
Steam Sterilization of Soils
Weed Covers
Vertebrate Traps

COASTSIDE RAIN STATIONS

Half Moon Bay Pescadero
1996 / 1997 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 26.05 inches 19.31 inches

1997 / 1998 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 50.69 inches 81.71 inches

1998 / 1999 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 29.48 inches 22.63 inches

1999 / 2000 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 31.54 inches 29.83 inches

2000 / 2001 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 22.78 inches 20.13 inches

2001 / 2002 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ * 22.06 inches

2002 / 2003 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ * 24.95 inches

2003 / 2004 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 23.15 inches 19.29 inches

2004 / 2005 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 37.83 inches 32.61 inches

2005 / 2006 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 35.58 inches 30.30 inches

2006 / 2007 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 18.29 inches 15.13 inches

2007 / 2008 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 20.65 inches 21.86 inches

2008 / 2009 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 20.74 inches 25.69 inches

2009 / 2010 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 25.34 inches 30.28 inches

*Data not available
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FRESH FROM SAN MATEO COUNTY FARMS

CERTIFIED FARMERS’ MARKETS 
San Mateo County currently has 20 Certified Farmers’ Markets where local growers

sell their fresh produce and flowers directly to county residents.

Belmont Certified Farmers’ Market
El Camino Real at O’Neill
Sunday:  9:00 am – 1:00 pm
All Year

Coastside Farmers’ Market, Half Moon Bay
Shoreline Station
Saturday:  9:00 am – 1:00 pm
May – December

Coastside Farmers’ Market, Pacifica
Rockaway Beach District
Wednesday:  2:30 pm – 6:30 pm
May – December

Daly City Certified Farmers’ Market
Serramonte Shopping Center
Serramonte Blvd.
Thursday:  9:00 am – 1:00 pm
Saturday:  9:00 am – 1:00 pm
All Year

East Palo Alto Community Farmers’ Market
550 Bell St.
Saturday:  2:00 pm – 5:00 pm
All Year

Kaiser Hospital, Redwood City
Maple between Marshall & Veterans
Wednesday:  10:00 am – 2:00 pm
May – September

Kaiser Hospital, South San Francisco
1200 El Camino Real
Tuesday:  10:00 am – 2:00 pm
May – October

Menlo Park Certified Farmers’ Market
Chestnut at Crane
Sunday:  9:30 am – 1:30 pm
All Year

Millbrae Certified Farmers’ Market
200 Block of Broadway
Saturday:  8:00 am – 1:00 pm
All Year

Redwood City Certified Farmers’ Market
Winslow, near Broadway

Saturday:  8:00 am – 12:00 pm
April – November

Redwood City Certified Farmers’ Market
County Center Plaza
3rd Thursday:  10:00 am – 3:00 pm
May – October

San Bruno Certified Farmers’ Market
San Mateo Ave. between Jenevein & Sylvan
Sunday:  9:00 am – 1:00 pm
May – October

San Carlos Certified Farmers’ Market
Laurel between Olive & Cherry
Thursday:  4:00 pm – 8:00 pm
May – September

San Mateo Certified Farmers’ Market
College of San Mateo
West Hillsdale & Campus Dr.
Saturday:  9:00 am – 1:00 pm
All Year

San Mateo Event Center Farmers’ Market
San Mateo Event Center West Parking Lot
Wednesday:  10:00 am – 2:00 pm
March – November

South San Francisco Certified Farmers’ Market
Orange Memorial Park
Saturday:  9:00 am – 1:00 pm
May – October

The Fresh Market, Burlingame
Burlingame Ave. between Park & Primrose
Thursday:  4:00 pm – 8:00 pm
Sunday:  9:00 am – 1:30 pm
April – December

Urban Table Certified Farmers’ Market, Foster City
800 Foster City Blvd.
Sunday:  9:00 am – 1:30 pm
May – November

Urban Table Certified Farmers’ Market
100 E. 4th Avenue, San Mateo
Sunday:  10:00 am – 2:00 pm
May – October

25th Avenue Certified Farmers’ Market
194 W. 25th Avenue, San Mateo
Tuesday:  4:00 pm – 8:00 pm
May – October

12   San Mateo County

For current information on Farmers’ Markets, visit www.co.sanmateo.ca.us/agwm



SAN MATEO COUNTY
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

AND
WEIGHTS & MEASURES

STAFF 

Agricultural Commissioner
Sealer of Weights and Measures

Fred Crowder

Deputy Agricultural Commissioner/Sealers
David Leung Maria Mastrangelo Ronald Pummer

Biologist/Standards Specialists

Pest Detection Supervisor
Gerardo Ibarra

Pest Detection Specialists
Jonathan Asbury Bob Galbreath Steve McDonagh

Wright Batlin Jean Paul Lorrain Juan Molina
Curtis Coffman Brian Miguel Kathy Parnello

Michelle Edwards

Administrative Support
Fiscal Office Specialist Office Assistant

Mei Wong Maria Luna

John Beall
Jonathan Bixler

Jeremy Eide
Richard Garcia
Jeff Garibaldi
Mike Garibaldi
Joseph Hannen

Erin Herbst
Grant Joo

Leonard Kuwahara
Paul Lasker
Ray Locke
Kelly Mayer
Nick Otterlei

Don Pendleton
Vicente Rodriguez

William Shek
Bob Swanson
Renald Toruno

Jeremy Wagner
Koren Widdel



SA
N

 M
A

TEO
C

O
UN

TY
D

e
p

a
rtm

e
nt o

f A
g

ric
ulture

W
e

ig
hts &

 M
e

a
sure

s

728 H
e

lle
r Stre

e
t

P.O
. Bo

x 999
R

e
d

w
o

o
d

 C
ity, C

a
lifo

rn
ia

 94064-0999


