
Agenda ltem 9
SAN MATEO

RIT,IATION COMMISSION
crv c$rsr[0n6.riîi.;flotE (650) 363-4224. F^x (650) 363-484e

Members, Formation Commission

Martha oov^ro,J'lLf
Executive Officer

update on san Mateo county Mosquito and vector control District

ln 2003, LAFCo completed a municipal service review and sphere of influence update of
the San Mateo County Mosquito Abatement District. At the time, the municipal service
review and sphere update responded to the concerns of public health officials regarding
the anticipated arrival of West Nile Virus in California and the fact that the District did
not include all of San Mateo County.l ln 2003, the Commission approved the District,s
application to expand boundariesto include all of San Mateo County, conditioned upon
a benefit assessment in the newly annexed area that would approximate revenues in
the original boundaries.

ln 2008, the San Mateo County Board of Supervisors passed a resolution to transfer
specific vector control operations to the District and the District changed its name to
San Mateo County Mosquito and Vector Control District. ln 201.!, after recognizing the
savings to the County by transferring limited vector control responsibilities, the Board
broadened the transfer of vector control responsibilities to include all preventive vector
control responsibilities.

The District's enabling legislation (Health & Safety Code Sectio n 2200) establishes that
the governing body of the District shall be a representative appointed by each city and
county with territory in the District. The councils of the twenty cities and the Board of
Supervisors each appoint a citizen to serve as a director. The District is funded by a
share of the I%o property tax and SgJq parcel tax for territory in the original boundaries
of the district and a S17 benefit assessmentfrom parcels in the balance of the county
annexed in 2003.

Recent events involving alleged embezzlement of funds have raised concern regarding
the District's financial management policies and practices, accountability, hiring

I Original boundaries included the bays¡de from the Santa Clara County boundary to Millbrae and from
the bay to the Skyline area.
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practices, board tenure and expertise and potential need for reorganization of the
District. (Please see attached letter from the City of San Carlos).

Recommendation:

As noted above, the District was last reviewed by LAFCo in 2003. An updated municipal
service review would examine District fiscal health, financial policies and practices,
accountability to the public and governance alternatives. A sphere of influence update
would revisit the current "status quo" sphere of influence of the District. As a second
round municipal service review, staff anticipates that completing the update would not
have significant impact on workload.

It is recommended that the Commission consider authorization of initiating a second
round municipal service review and sphere of influence update out of order to respond
to concerns detailed above and in the attached letter from the City of San Carlos.

c: John Maltbie, County Manager
Members, Board of Supervisors
City Managers, San Mateo County Cities
Andy Klein, Mayor, City of San Carlos

Samuel Lerner, President, San Mateo County Mosquito & Vector Control District
Dean Peterson, Director, San Mateo County Environmental Health Division
Bruce MacMillan, Foreman, San Mateo County Civil Grand Jury












