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COMMISSIONERS: MIKE O’NEILL, CHAIR, City ▪ ANN DRAPER, VICE CHAIR, Public ▪ JOSHUA COSGROVE, Special District ▪ RICH GARBARINO, City 

DON HORSLEY, County ▪ JOE SHERIDAN, Special District ▪ WARREN SLOCUM, County 

ALTERNATES: KATI MARTIN, Special District ▪ HARVEY RARBACK, City ▪ SEPI RICHARDSON, Public ▪ DAVE PINE, County 

STAFF: MARTHA POYATOS, EXECUTIVE OFFICER ▪ REBECCA ARCHER, LEGAL COUNSEL ▪ JEAN BROOK, COMMISSION CLERK 

 

 January 10, 2018 

To: LAFCo Commissioners 

From: Martha Poyatos, Executive Officer 

Subject: Legislative Report – INFORMATION ONLY 

 

Attached please find the legislative update reviewed by the Commission’s Legislative and Policy 
Committee. The Committee asked for additional background on the following bills: 

 AB 272 (Gipson): This bill would allow for the transfer of a City-owned water system for 
the purpose of consolidation with another publicly owned system if the City can make 
the finding that it is uneconomical and not in the public interest to own and operate the 
system and if certain other requirements are met. This bill is related to the City of 
Willows, which has fewer than 10 industrial water service connections that are 
impacted by Chromium VI. The proposed legislation would avoid the expensive 
installation of treatment infrastructure and permit the City to sell the service 
connections to its residential drinking water supplier. Current statute requires voter 
approval of the transaction, which could cost taxpayers up to $30,000 in election 
expenses. The City of Willows believes it is an unnecessary cost and burden to taxpayers 
to require the election when the goal of the sale is to provide safe and clean drinking 
water. 

 SB 778 (Hertzberg): This bill would require the State Water Resources Control Board to 
report on the outcome of voluntary and mandatory consolidation of water systems, 
including whether a consolidation succeeded or failed to provide adequate and safe 
drinking water to affected communities. The Water Board has a varying level of 
participation in consolidations, in particular voluntary consolidations, and this bill would 
provide for an added level of review in regard to outcomes.  

Attachment: CALAFCO Daily Legislative Report 
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