
 
 
 
 
 

 
MEETING PACKET 

 
    Date:  Tuesday, November 12, 2013 
    Time:  7:00 p.m. 
    Place:  San Mateo County Farm Bureau Office 
      765 Main Street, Half Moon Bay, California 
 

AGENDA  
 
1. Call to Order 
 
2. Member Roll Call   

        
3. Guest Roll Call 
 
4. Action Item: Granada Sanitary District Parks and Recreation Proposal  
 
5. Consideration of the Action Minutes for the October 15, 2013, regular meeting 
 
6. Public Announcements/Comments  
 
7. Adjournment 
 
 

County of San Mateo Planning & Building Department 

Agricultural Advisory Committee 
Brenda Bonner BJ Burns   Robert Cevasco   
Fred Crowder  Louie Figone  William Gass   
Jim Howard  Marilyn Johnson  Teresa Kurtak 
Peter Marchi  Doniga Markegard Robert Marsh  
Steven Rosen  April Vargas  

455 County Center, 2nd Floor 
Redwood City, California 94063 

650/363-4161 
Fax: 650/363-4849 

Agricultural Advisory Committee meetings are accessible to people with disabilities. Individuals who need special assistance or a disability-related modification or accommodation 
(including auxiliary aids or services) to participate in this meeting; or who have a disability and wish to request a alternative format for the agenda, meeting notice, agenda packet 
or other writings that may be distributed at the meeting, should contact the County Representative at least five (5) working days before the meeting at (650) 363-1814, or by fax at 
(650) 363-4849, or e-mail srosen@co.sanmateo.ca.us.  Notification in advance of the meeting will enable the Committee to make reasonable arrangements to ensure 
accessibility to this meeting and the materials related to it. 
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ROLL SHEET – November 12, 2013 

Agricultural Advisory Committee Attendance 2012-2013 
 2012 2013 

Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sep Oct Nov 

VOTING MEMBERS 
             

Brenda Bonner 
 

M     M E X X X M X  

BJ Burns E X X X X E X X X X E X  

Robert Cevasco 
 

E X X X X E   X E E   

Louie Figone 
 T X E X X T X X X X T X  

Marilyn Johnson 
 I X  X  I   X X I X  

Teresa Kurtak 
 N X X   N X E  X N   

Peter Marchi 
 G X X X X G X X X X G X  

Doniga Markegard 
       X X  X  X  

Robert Marsh 
 C X X X X C X X X X C X  

April Vargas 
 A X X X X A X X X X A X  

Vacant 
 N     N     N   

              
Natural Resource 
Conservation Staff C    X C     C   

San Mateo County  
Agricultural Commissioner E X X X  E X X X X E X  

Farm Bureau Executive 
Director L X X X E L X X E X L X  

San Mateo County 
Planning Staff E X X X X E X X X X E X  

UC Co-Op Extension 
Representative D     D     D   
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Meeting Minutes 

Regular Meeting October 15, 2013 
 

1.   Call to Order 
Robert Marsh, Committee Chairperson, called the Regular Meeting of the 
Agricultural Advisory Committee (AAC) to order at 7:32 p.m. at the San 
Mateo County Coastside Clinic Conference Room in Half Moon Bay, 
California. 

 
2.   Member Roll Call 

 
Robert Marsh, AAC Chairman, called the roll. A quorum (a majority of 
the voting members) was present, as follows: 

 
Regular Voting Members Present 
Brenda Bonner 
BJ Burns 
Louie Figone 
Marilyn Johnson 
Peter Marchi  
Doniga Markegard 
Robert Marsh 
April Vargas 

 
Regular Voting Members Absent 
Robert Cevasco 
Teresa Kurtak 

 
Nonvoting Members Present 
Fred Crowder 
Bill Gass 
Steven Rosen 
 

3.  Guest Roll Call   
 
 Guests Present 

Jonathan Wittwer 
Dante Silvestri 
Kerry Burke 
Lorraine Burns 
Natalie Sare 
Mike Sare 

County of San Mateo Planning & Building Department 

Agricultural Advisory Committee 
Brenda Bonner BJ Burns   Robert Cevasco   
Fred Crowder  Louie Figone  William Gass   
Jim Howard  Marilyn Johnson  Teresa Kurtak 
Peter Marchi  Doniga Markegard Robert Marsh  
Steven Rosen  April Vargas  

455 County Center, 2nd Floor 
Redwood City, California 94063 

650/363-4161 
Fax: 650/363-4849 
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4. Discussion Item: Ag Ombudsman Introduction 
 
7:34 The item was postponed due to conflicting schedules.  
 
5. Action Item: Santa’s Tree Farm 
 
7:34 The AAC discussed the staff report and pointed out errors that came from 

using a previous staff report as a template. The applicant corrected the 
errors, including that no tree removal is necessary for the facilities, that 
the three employees described in the application are permanent, that there 
is no prime soil on the site, and that parking will not be on Verde Road. 

 
7:45 BJ Burns called the event a good example of what the AAC wanted to see 

when it helped write the Agritourism Guidelines. 
 
7:50 BJ Burns moved to recommend approval of the event. Louie Figone 

seconded the motion. All present except Peter Marchi voted to approve 
the motion. Peter Marchi abstained. 

 
6. Action Item: Proposed Memorandum of Understanding between the 

Farm Bureau and the Granada Sanitary District Regarding the 
Acquisition of Lands for Parks 

 
7:53 Jonathan Wittwer of the Granada Sanitary District presented the concept 

of adding recreation to GSD’s mission. 
 
7:58 Jonathan Wittwer discussed the MoU concept. 
 
8:00 Bob Marsh explained the reason that San Mateo County farmers are 

worried about the creation of a recreation district with jurisdiction that 
includes or is adjacent to agricultural land. 

 
8:07 The applicant described how the MoU would accomplish the goal of 

protecting farm land from conversion to or conflict with parkland. 
 
8:13 Fred Crowder suggested the following changes to the MoU: 
  

Pesticide use shall be guided by label restrictions, state laws, and any 
advisories published by the California Department of Pesticide 
Regulation (CDPR) or the County Agricultural Commission 
Commissioner. These chemicals shall only be applied by a person who is 
properly licensed and/or trained in their application. 

 
8:15 Bill Gass explained that the Draft MoU was prepared by GSD from the 

existing MoU between the Farm Bureau and the Midpeninsula Regional 
Open Space District. 
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8:16 Kerry Burke asked by what authority the AAC can review this MoU, 
because it is not a PAD permit referred by the County Planning 
Department. The AAC discussed this. 

 
8:24 The AAC discussed the relationship between recreation and agriculture.  
 
8:30 Kerry Burke said that the PAD regulations apply to all PAD-zoned lands, 

including those owned by park districts. Therefore, all projects potential 
GSD projects on PAD lands requiring a PAD permit would be discussed 
by the AAC. 

 
8:32 BJ Burns stated that this MoU would give the bodies representing San 

Mateo County farmers double the supervision of development by the 
GSD on agricultural lands. The Farm Bureau with this MoU would be 
able to approve or deny actions by the GSD, while the AAC is advisory 
to the County. 

 
8:37 Marilyn Johnson asked why the item was requested by the chairman of 

the AAC. Louie Figone and Steven Rosen explained that it was placed on 
the agenda by Bob Marsh in his capacity as an individual member, not 
speaking for the AAC as a whole. 

 
8:43 BJ Burns said that the AAC should recommend that the Farm Bureau 

should enter into the MoU with GSD. 
 
8:48 A discussion of the MoU and motions. 
 
8:50 BJ Burns moved that the AAC sends the draft MoU to the Farm Bureau 

to see if it is willing to enter into it and, if so, refer the MoU back to the 
AAC for review. Brenda Bonner seconded the motion. All voted in favor 
except Louie Figone, who abstained. 

 
6. Consideration of the Minutes of the August 12, 2013, meeting. 
 
8:59 BJ Burns moved to approve the minutes. Marilyn Johnson seconded the 

motion. The motion was unanimously approved. 
 
7. Public Announcements/Comments 
 
8:59 The AAC discussed the income requirements in the new Williamson Act 

update. 
 
9:08 The AAC decided to meet at 7:00pm on Tuesday, November 12. 
 
9:09 Adjournment. 
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